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Our kids shining their light in our community. 
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SUNDAY   MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  1 

7:00 pm 
Young women’s 
bible study 
7:30 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 

2 
7:00 pm 
Prayer Meeting 
 

3 
7:00 pm 
German Choir 
 
8:00 pm 
Choir Practice 

4 
 

5 
Sr. Youth go to 
Canada’s 
Wonderland 

6 
10:00 am 
Hans J.  Wiens  
11:00 am 
Pastor Rudy Dirks 
 

7 
 

8 
7:00 pm 
Young women’s 
bible study 
 
7:00 pm 
Education 
Committee 
Meeting 

9 
7:00 pm 
Prayer Meeting 
 
7:30 pm 
Spring 
Membership 
Meeting 
  
 

10 
8:00 pm 
Choir Practice 

11 
7:30 pm 
Sr. Youth 
 
 

12 

13 
10:00 am 
Joachim Dau 
11:00 am 
Pastor Rudy Dirks 

14 
 

15 
7:00 pm 
Young women’s 
bible study 
 
 

16 
7:00 pm 
Prayer Meeting 
 
 

17 
 

18 
7:30 pm 
Sr. Youth 

19 

20 
10:45 am 
FATHER’S DAY 
PICNIC AT 
MEMORIAL 
PARK 
Youth led service 

21 
 

22 
6:00 pm 
Spiritual Council 
meeting at the 
Woelkes 
 
7:00 pm 
Young women’s 
bible study 
 

23 
7:00 pm 
Prayer Meeting 
 
7:30 pm 
Missions & 
Service Comm. 
Meeting 

24 
 

25 
7-9:30 pm 
Jr. Youth – 
year end party 
@ Glasses 
 
7:30 pm 
Sr. Youth 
(year end 
party) 
 
 

26 

27 
Summer hours 
begin 
9:00 am  
Hans H. Dau 
10:00 am 
YELLA team led 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
7:00 pm 
Young women’s 
bible study 
 
 

30 
7:00 pm 
Prayer Meeting 
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 2 – Justina Reimer (81)    5 –  Maria Dyck (85) 
13 – Jacob Reimer (85)   13 – Katharina Wiebe (83) 
17 – Henry Kopp (82)    18 – Mary Dirks (88) 
18 – Anna Neustaedter (88)   18 – Frank Pankratz (93) 
18 – Paul Rempel (87)   19 – Gerald Enns (87) 
23 – Lorenz Gutzeit (84)   23 – Maria Wall (86) 
29 – Irene Wiens (85) 
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Happy 60th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  

 
Franz & Auguste Friesen 

(June 3) 

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  

 
 

Hans & Christine Pauls 
(June 1) 

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  

 
 

Brad & Erica Ferguson 
(June 8) 

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  

 
 
 

Peter & Karen Wiens 
(June 15) 

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  

 
 

Peter & Linda Dirks 
(June 22) 

Happy 25th Wedding 
Anniversary 

  
 

 
 
 

Ken & Christa Wright 
(June 29) 
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The Christian Benefit Shop was started by a very alert Olga Rempel who got the idea from some ladies in 
Winnipeg who found that after Families & Friends in Russia would do more with money than the parcel of warm 
clothes they were sending, started selling the extra warm clothes and sending money to Russia.  Thus MCC Thrift 
Shops were started in Winnipeg.  What a great idea. 
 
In St. Catharines they rented a little shop, collected clothes and started selling.  It was all run by volunteers and 
the money started coming in.  Before long, MCC was purchasing properties in St. Catharines, Leamington, 
Kitchener and now all over North America.  Many wise shoppers, rich and poor find great bargains. 
 
The donations keep coming in, sometimes real treasures and clean things, other times it’s dirty and useless.  A 
few years ago in spring, when we were clearing out winter clothes and experiencing a shortage of storage space, a 
member of “Faith Mission Congregation” (Mexican Mennonite) came in asking for exactly that, warm clothes.  
They had a project started to provide warm clean clothes and shoes, and ship it to a poor village in the Ukraine.  
Our contact person is Johann Banman of Friends & Families. To this day, they are still doing it and we are 
blessed with enough surpluses to give them several bagsful a week.  The extra summer clothes are collected for 
the Lutheran Church who ship one or more large containers to Haiti.  Howard & Wally Bogusat are our contacts 
and we are so thankful for all donations and feel very blessed to share.  It is a good feeling to know people are 
helped with our extras. 
 
With some very alert & knowledgeable volunteers, we have been able to make a lot of money from the treasures 
they spotted, such as genuine Hummel figurines, etc., which we’ve used for the silent auction at Springfest.   
 
From a few ladies with a vision, it has gone from a few dollars to millions and a good way to recycle and keep a 
lot of good clothes out of landfills.  Thanks to many volunteers, especially our congregation, we have many.  Let 
it be our prayer that the many dollars are used wisely and that we don’t overlook the poor individuals who need 
help right around us, and keep our Mission statement in mind & heart. 
 
Anneliese Pankratz, on behalf of Missions & Service Committee 
 
 
 
Living eucharistically, by Robert J. Suderman, General Secretary, Mennonite Church Canada 
 
The theme text for Mennonite Church Canada’s July Assembly in Calgary is taken from the letter to the 
Colossians.  It has been very rich to focus on this important letter for the better part of two years. 
 
The strong call to eucharistic (thankful) living stands out in the letter: 
 

We give thanks for you to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, continually in our prayers (1:3); 
…giving thanks with joy to the Father who has made you able to share the lot of God’s holy people and 
with them to inherit the light (1:12). 
…and overflowing with gratitude (2:7). 
And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one 
body.  Always be thankful (3:15). 
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…and whatever you say or do, let it be in the name of the Lord Jesus, in thanksgiving to God the Father 
through him (3:17). 
Be persevering in your prayers and be thankful as you stay awake to pray (4:2). 

 
This focus on gratitude is striking.  We don’t know a lot about the Colossian church, but we do know that its life 
was not easy.  Living in the heart of the Roman Empire was not simple.  Being a community of Jesus-style peace 
in the land of Caesar was dangerous.  Doing and saying everything in the name of the Lord Jesus was subversive, 
because there was “no other Lord but Caesar.”  It was not easy to keep alert for prayer and to persevere in it when 
the daily life was very difficult. 
 
The root Greek word for gratitude and thankfulness is eucharist.  This word, in turn, is composed of two words:  
eu, meaning good; and xaris meaning grace.  Thus, to be thankful is to celebrate the good grace of God in our 
lives.  To be grateful is to focus on God’s goodness, not on the benefits of our efforts.  To be grateful puts our 
ministry firmly under the umbrella of God’s power and grace.  Living eucharistically shifts the attention away 
from our indebtedness to the other for advantages gained, to the presence of God in everything we do and 
achieve. 
 
The exhortation to allow the good grace of God to rule our lives is as revolutionary in our context as it was in the 
Roman Empire.  It is not what our society promotes.  It is not what our culture assumes.  Living eucharistically is 
a powerful symbol of transcendence in a society that often forgets that human effort is not the last word. 
 
It is inspiring to meditate on the role of the eucharistic living for our society.  It would be noticed.  It is a 
powerful way of proclaiming an alternative Kingdom.  It is a good way of exposing others to the gospel of the 
grace of God. 
 
We will explore the letter to the Colossians more deeply in July at the Assembly.  We invite you to be there:  
Calgary, June 29-July 3.  It will indeed be a rich experience of gratitude. 
 
 
An African proverb says, The road is made by walking – by Janet Plenert, Exec Secretary, MC Canada Witness  
 
Spanish poet Antonio Machado (1875-1939) expressed a similar idea when he wrote, caminante, no hay camino, 
se hace camino al andar.  (Wanderer/pilgrim, there is no road, the road is made by walking it.)  According to this 
logic and wisdom, the path we want to see ahead of us is the one we should begin to walk step by step.  In so 
doing, we will create the road for others to follow. 
 
Mennonite Church Canada has 12 outcome statements that describe what we think we should look and act like as 
we continue the journey of faithfulness.  They are rich and engaging statements that can inspire and motivate us 
and show us where the road is well tred, and where it is but a faint path.  They can also serve to illustrate where 
the road is not yet walked, and thus where we need to begin walking. 
 
One of these statements says:  We are a generous church, joyfully giving our talents, time, and financial 
resources as a response to God’s generosity and to support the ministries of the church at all levels.   As I have 
been reflecting on these statements I have thought of the story in II Corinthians 8 where Paul tells the story of the 
Macedonian Christians taking an offering for their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem.  Paul tells us that “during a 
severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
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… (they) begged us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints.”  (II Cor. 8:2-4).   
Symbolically speaking, these young believers had no road to walk on.  They had to choose to create the road by 
taking steps of faithfulness, of compassion and of joyful generosity.  And scripture says that this is what they did.  
They begged to be allowed to give generously to their afflicted brothers and sisters whom they have never met. 
 
Even today, it is often in times of trial that we see paths being made by walking.  The evening of February 27 
Pastor Pacheco and his family were sleeping in their home in Chile.  The earthquake shook their house, breaking 
alls, shifting the structure, and making it impossible to walk upright in the house.  They had to kick down their 
bedroom door to get out.  Their house stood, but is condemned and will soon be torn down.  They have lost 
everything.  But Easter weekend, Pastor Pacheco and others loaded a truck full of supplies to deliver to other 
people who were suffering due to the quake.  In the midst of the devastation of losing his home, he was a leader in 
modeling what it is to be a generous people who give joyfully.  He was not waiting for his personal needs to be 
met before he helped others, but as a victim himself, he was reaching out to be an agent of God’s healing and 
hope. 
 
As I reflect on these stories, I see a road being formed before us in Mennonite Church Canada.  It is evident that 
some have already walked this road of joyful generosity, and it is clear that the road needs to be widened, and be 
trampled down even more.  May we all feel led by the spirit, through the grace that has been granted to us, to 
have abundant joy in all forms of generosity. 
 
 
Celebration Story, May 2010 Equipping -- Alternative Service website inspires student 
 
A website sharing the story of Conscientious Objectors (Cos) in World War II inspired Abby Landon to re-
examine her own beliefs, and connect with her family’s Mennonite faith heritage. 
 
Landon discovered the Alternative Service website – an award winning project of Mennonite Church Canada’s 
Heritage Centre – in her quest for information for a social studies term paper. 
 
“I decided to write about Conscientious Objectors at the suggestion of my grandma, who is a Mennonite,” Landon 
said in a telephone interview. 
 
Landon’s maternal grandmother, Dolores Naumenko, was a young child living in Waldheim, Sask. during WWII.  
Naumenko recalls that her father remained at home on the farm during the war and that her uncle, a dairy farmer, 
gave the government a portion of his weekly income, indicators that the two men may have sought exemption 
from military service.  She also remembers that just before Christmas one year, a family in Waldheim, Sask. lost a 
son and brother who had engaged in Alternative Service as a medic overseas.  Conscientious objection to war and 
its implications left an impression on Naumenko. 
 
Landon was so inspired by the vast number of references, original articles, letters and photographs she found on 
the website that she sent an email of thanks to Conrad Stoesz, an Archivist at the Mennonite Heritage Centre. 
 
“…I found it very encouraging to hear how the Mennonites, my relatives, pursued a Christ-like life even when it 
was extremely difficult.  It has made me consider the dedication of my actions for Jesus and my ‘separation’ from 
the influential aspects of this world, as well as the importance of having support and encouragement around me,” 
she wrote. 



June 2010 
 

 

��	
�� � � ����� %���� �

 
“I was very happy to receive Abby’s email – it made my week,” said Conrad Stoesz, Mennonite Heritage Centre 
Archivist and leader of the Alternative Service website project.  “We usually do not get such personal notes of 
thanks for the site out of the blue … It was humbling to learn that the site helped her examine her own faith.  The 
stories from the past encouraged her to dig deeper into what she believed and what Jesus means to her.  I think 
this was the highest hope we had for the site, that young people would re-examine their faith in light of the 
examples of the conscientious objectors.” 
 
Before starting the project, Landon had never heard of Conscientious Objectors. 
 
“I think the biggest thing (that impressed me) is the Mennonites’ willingness to just completely separate from the 
rest of society … from worldly values,” she says. 
 
To learn more about Conscientious Objectors in World War II, see www.alternativeservice.ca. 
 
 
 
Willard Metzger to be next General Secretary of Men nonite Church Canada 
Winnipeg, Man. — The General Board of Mennonite Church Canada has announced the appointment of Willard 
Metzger to the post of General Secretary. He will succeed outgoing General Secretary Robert (Jack) Suderman, 
who served in the post since 2005 and will retire this summer. 
 

 
Andrew Reesor-McDowell, Moderator for Mennonite Church Canada, 
made the announcement to staff on behalf of the General Board on May 
20, adding that the Search Committee and the General Board 
unanimously supported the decision. 
 
Metzger is the outgoing chair of Mennonite Church Canada’s Witness 
Council, the mission and outreach ministry of the national church. He 
served in that position for nine years. Metzger has also been a pastor in 
Mennonite congregations for eighteen years, and most recently was 
Director of Church Relations for World Vision Canada. 
 
Metzger received his Bachelor of Theology degree from Emmanuel 
Bible College in Kitchener, Ont., a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 
at the University of Waterloo, Ont., and a Master of Theological Studies 
at Conrad Grebel University College, also in Waterloo. He also has a 
Doctor of Ministry degree from Ashland Theological Seminary in 
Ashland, OH. 

 
Metzger’s enthusiasm for the church is contagious. “This is a great church, and we have much to celebrate!” 
exclaimed Metzger. He spoke of strengthening our “sense of anticipation and hope.” One of the areas Metzger 
will pay particular attention to is the denomination’s financial health. Another is ministry with young adults. He 
also wants to strengthen a “culture of call” in Mennonite Church Canada’s churches and schools. 
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Metzger acknowledged the work done by Suderman, his predecessor. “Jack’s leadership has strengthened our 
sense of trust, of being heard,” he said, referring to Suderman’s 2006 God’s People Now! cross-Canada visits to 
all congregations. “We’re working on a strong platform,” he said.  
Reesor-McDowell said, “I am very pleased with the decision to appoint Willard Metzger as the next General 
Secretary for Mennonite Church Canada. Willard’s vision for the church is a broad and exciting vision.” 
 
The transition from Suderman to Metzger will begin in the fall. Personal and family dynamics will keep Metzger 
living in his home of Drayton, Ont. Under the General Board’s direction, Metzger will pay significant attention to 
being “out and about” in the wider Mennonite Church Canada community, connecting with people across the 
country, said Reesor-McDowell. Metzger is expected to spend a portion of his time in Winnipeg, while the 
Executive Staff leadership team will share the responsibilities of day-to day operations in the home office, 
Reesor-McDowell added. 
 
Metzger is married to Lois. They presently live in Drayton, Ont., and have two adult sons, Matt and Chris. 
 
Don Friesen is the Secretary of the General Board for Mennonite Church Canada. 
Photo cutline: Willard Metzger, seen here in a previous role as Chair of the denomination’s Witness Council, has 
been appointed the next General Secretary of Mennonite Church Canada. - photo by Dan Dyck 
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As part of a larger project to engage with the former refugee community, MCC Ontario is seeking the stories and 
experiences of the former “Boat People” and their sponsors. If you, or your church, were involved in this 
sponsorship, then we would like to hear from you. For more information, please contact Laura Stemp-Morlock at 
our.stories@mennonitecc.on.ca, or 519.745.8458 ext. 252 
 
A Mennonite and Brethren Marriage Encounter is a gentle, non-threatening, private experience that can be busy, 
exciting, challenging and very rewarding.  Don’t miss out on it!  Register now for the weekend at Conrad Grebel 
University College, Waterloo, June 4-6, 2010.  Contact the church office for a brochure and application form. 
 
Solar Energy Information Night, hosted by MCCO Thursday June 3, Southridge Community Church, 201 
Glenridge Ave., St. Catharines, 6:30 p.m. visit displays, 7 p.m. program Learn about solar energy opportunities 
for your home or church. Visit displays of local solar energy vendors. Program includes success stories of people 
going solar, information about Mennonite Saving and Credit Union’s Creation Care loans and a reflection on how 
our energy use impacts our global neighbours. For more information, contact darrenk@mennonitecc.on.ca or 
www.ontario.mcc.org/MISE.  
 
Walking in Hope: Spirituality & Mental Health. Full day seminar for clergy & caregivers 9am-4pm, June 10, at 
Vineland UM Church. $30. registration, lunch included. Please register by Monday June 7. 905-562-4422 or 
email vumc@bellnet.ca. Open session for the public. "Spirituality & Mental Health", June 10, 7-9 pm, offering 
will be taken for the work of Healing Streams. 
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The 3rd annual Golf Tournament for Haiti will be held at the Legends on the Niagara on Friday, June 18th at 1:30 
pm.  Along with golf the tournament includes a sandwich lunch sponsored by Druxy’s famous deli sandwiches, a 
deluxe dinner buffet, a Sunice Golf Jacket and much more.  The cost is $200 and all proceeds generated support 
the work of FIDA in agricultural development in Haiti.  Check their website at:  www.fda-pch.org for more 
information or the poster on the bulletin board for registration details. 
 
Please join MCCO and mark International World Refugee Day, Sunday, June 20 in your Church Calendar as a 
day to honor and remember the 45 million refugees in the world.  Honour the hope, courage and perseverance of 
refugees. Learn about the plight of refugees around the world and the work of Mennonite Central Committee 
Refugee Sponsorship Program.  For prayer, worship or litany resources for Refugee Sunday, please contact 
MCCO Refugee Program at 905 646 3161 or Mosesm@mennonitecc.on.ca 
 
Register now to take your choice of five-day courses for professional development or academic credit at the 2011 
Canadian School of Peacebuilding to be held at Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) in Winnipeg, MB, June 
14 to July 2, 2010.  Visit www.cmu.ca/csop or e-mail csop@cmu.ca 
 
Epiphaneia Network presents “Eighth Letter” on October 1-2, 2010 at St. Paul’s Bloor Street in Toronto.  The 
premise: in Revelation, John wrote 7 letters to the churches.  In Toronto, we're giving you 15 minutes to 
communicate your most pressing message to the Church in North America.  Cost: $75 today.  $150 at the door.  
You can already purchase tickets.  There will be many more details released in the near future but for now, mark 
it down - October 1-2, 2010.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us either by email at 
info@epiphaneia.ca or call us at 416 994 8960. 
 
Visit the following website http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resources/equipping/index.htm  to learn more about 
Mennonite Church Canada.  Also visit our area conference’s website, http://mcec.ca/ to learn more about Mennonite 
Church of Eastern Canada. 
 
If you would like to submit any photos or articles for the newsletter, please contact the office at 905-468-3313 or e-
mail at office@redbrickchurch.ca.  Deadline for the July/August newsletter is June 28, 2010. 
 

 
 
 


