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“Nature reveals a general knowledge about the nature and
characteristics of God to everyone.” As John Calvin said, “The painte
reveals something of himself in his painting. When we watch a blood-
red sunset disappear over the horizon, lilies sway in a field, or baby
ducks paddle for all their worth to keep up with mama duck, we also
get a glimpse of God. To comprehend the visible creation is to
comprehend the invisible God. We see God everywhere.”

Romans 1:20‘For since the creation of the world, God's invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly
seen, being understood g

from what has been
made, so that men are §
without excuse.”

“Whether you're focusing on natural beauty, man-made beauty, or
mankind’s beauty, let the result be the same — let it propel your mind
to meditate on the greatness and goodness of the holy God.

That's what we’re looking for in contemplating nature — the
experience of God’s holiness. When you find it in creation, how
should you respond? ... Glorify God; give thanks to God. That's why
we want to cultivate these habits — so we can come to a place where
we voluntarily glorify God and give Him thanks.”

Reference: A Man’s Guide to Spiritual Discipline, by Patrick Morley.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY ATURDAY
1 2
OFFICE
CLOSED
Youth leave
for retreat at
Silver Lake at
noon
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00 am 7:00 pm 9:00 am 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:30 pm
Joachim Dau Young women’s | Women in Prayer Meeting | German Choir Sr. Youth
11:00 am bible study Mission Quilt
Pastor Rudy Dirks 7:00 pm 8:00 pm
Church Council Choir Practice
Youth return from Meeting
Silver Lake Camp 7:00 pm
at approx 5:30pm Women in
Service Quilt
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00 am 7:00 pm 9:00 am 6:30 pm 7:00 pm 7:30 pm
Hans H. Dau Women’s Bible | Women in Pioneer Clubs German Choir Sr. Youth
11:00 am Study Mission Quilt
Pastor Rudy Dirks| 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 8:00 pm
Young women’s | 7:00 pm Prayer Meeting | Choir Practice
bible study Spiritual Council
Meeting
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:00 am 7:00 pm 9:00 am 6:30 pm 7:00 pm 7:30 pm
Ramona Neufeld | Women'’s Bible | Women in Pioneer Clubs German Choir Sr. Youth
11:00 am Study Mission Quilt
Pastor Rudy Dirks| 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 8:00 pm
Young women’s | 7:00 pm Prayer Meeting | Choir Practice
bible study Women in
7:30 pm Service Quilt
Male Choir
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00 am 7:00 pm 9:00 am 6:30 pm 7:00 pm 7:30 pm 2:00 pm
Jakob Peters Women'’s Bible | Women in Pioneer Clubs German Choir Sr. Youth Annual
11:00 am Study Mission Quilt Membership
Stephen Cox 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 8:00 pm Meeting
Young women’s Prayer Meeting | Choir Practice
2-5 pm bible study
Jr. Youth - 7:30 pm
tobogganing Male Choir
31
10:00 am
Udo Woelke
11:00 am
Pastor Rudy Dirks




Volunteer Stories The women of our church held a lovely "celebration evening" in November where a variety
personal stories of involvement in the church were shared by women of different ages aed@geBome of
them gave us some valuable insight into the history of particular ministries of the cherc¢helast 50 to 70
years! We thought that you would find some of those stories interesting, and so you will read abiouthihem
newsletter from time to time as they are submitted for the benefit of the wholegadigy. Sharon Dirks

Library

Around 1960, the need for a more organized
library was felt by a group of women from the

#3 Ladies’ Group. An unofficial committee,
composed of Mrs. Margaret Berg Penner, Miss
Katie Willms, Mrs. Agnes Koop, Mrs. Helen
Klassen and Mrs. Eleanor Janzen, received
permission from church council to start a

library. Previously, some books had been kept
in a glass cabinet in a small room in the church.
Seeing the need for making the books more
accessible for the congregation, the ladies had
the cupboard moved into the nursery at the back
of the church. Here shelves were built with
sliding doors for more room for books. Mrs. E.
Janzen volunteered to be in charge of the library
on Thursday evenings and again on Sunday
mornings. Funds came from church council and
from Ladies’ Group #3.

When the education wing was added, plans submitted by Mrs. Janzen, under the directioncafdMRelaer,
were implemented to make a formal library. At that time a group of ladies, Mrsi1zenJ&irs. U. Claassen,
Mrs. S. Enns, Mrs. E. Braun and Mrs. O. Schroeder with the assistance of girledr&uniday School, took care
of the library.

During the winter of 1978, Mrs. V. Bartel and Mrs. M. Boldt started taking inventory. dihishanged by

spring when Mrs. Janzen officially retired after 18 years of faitlgiise to the library and the former two ladies
became the librarians. During this time Mrs. U. Claassen had been making bokaegdabeling the books
while Mrs. E. Braun typed the cards needed for each book. A card catalogue was added in 1®ligyttheim
filing of cards and to help the readers find books.

With the adoption of the new constitution in 1983, an official library committee of threbengmvas voted on at
the annual membership meeting on January 29, 1984. Since that time changes have beégh made w
shelving added and an adjoining classroom was connected with sliding doors. Ehspagé contains videos,
reference books, biographies and bound copies of Der Bote and the Canadian Mennonitepsblicat



Volunteers have changed during the years
with some remaining longer than others. It
is exciting to hear comments like, “I've been
enjoying books by ...” or “Thanks for

letting me have access to your copies of Der
Bote for genealogical research.” Some
times these requests come from people
outside of our church who have heard about
our library

I've been privileged to have been involved
in the library for many years and really
enjoy the time spent there. | believe that it
was Mrs. Janzen who used to say, “Books
are friends. Treat them with care”. That
could be my motto also.

Marlies Boldt

! n # n

2 — Else Ballau (83) 2 — Victor Braun (82)

7 — Victor Riemland (81) 7 — Rudy Wiens (84)
10 — Erna Enns (89) 18 — Gunter Block (80)
29 — Henry J. Epp (84) 22 — Anna Toews (88)

Happy 25" wedding anniversary to Jake & Ingrid Friesen (January 12)

$

Visit the following websitehttp://www.mennonitechurch.ca/resources/equipping/index.hta learn more about
Mennonite Church Canada. Also visit our area conference’s welisfi://mcec.cato learn more about Mennonite
Church of Eastern Canada.




